
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Remember, your 
pets can't tell you 
what's wrong and 
what bothers them. 
They are more easily 
frightened since 
they have no idea 
what's going on. Be 
sympathetic and 
treat them like you'd 
want to be treated if 
you were them! 

Just because you 
think a certain 
Halloween costume 
for pets is cute 
doesn't mean that 
they will enjoy 
wearing them! Try it 
on them in advance 
and see how they 
react. 

Getting Halloween 
treats for your 
visitors and kids? 
Don't forget to pick 
up a box of dog or 
cat treats for them 
as well! 

If you own a cat and 
let it go outside, 
remember that this a 
bad time of year for 
cats. Vicious people 
tend to find 
Halloween an 
excuse to hurt or kill 
them. Keep them 
inside for a while. 
They are safer 
inside on a daily 
basis anyway. 
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Dear Alln Friends, 

ALLN is now starting their 

8
th
 year and in those years 

we have seen people 

come and go. People who 

needed us to hear their 

stories.  People who 

needed to hear what they 

were feeling was normal 

and they were not alone.  

Often we receive a “thank 

you” note or email from a 

person who thanked us for 

being there for them thru 

some of their darkest 

hours.  It’s when we read 

their comments that we 

know ALLN is needed for 

people who love their 

Message from the President 

ALLN Members 

 We often hear from our 

friends and members how 

much ALLN has helped 

them in their time of 

sorrow.  They came to 

ALLN looking for support 

and more importantly for 

someone to listen to them. 

ALLN is a special place 

and thanks to the 

generous support of our 

members and donors we 

can continue to offer our 

chatrooms and our new 

discussion board forums.  

We hope you will consider 

joining our great 

organization so we can 

continue our “work”.  

We also are special 

because we enjoy hearing 

animals.  ALLN is a friend 

helping friends and that is 

what is great about our 

organization.  Real 

friendships are formed by 

the bond of our animals.  

Our past pets are truly 

“angels” that bring us 

comfort and a place to 

come and freely express 

how we feel.  ALLN is not 

judgmental, we are here 

for you in your time of 

loss; we hope to educate 

also as to what is best for 

our animals when they are 

in ill health.   

     ALLN hopes you will 

support us through being 

a member and shopping 

through our partners. 

  Welcome to our newest 

Board Member, Essie 

Arthur!  We are excited to 

welcome her aboard and 

look forward to working 

with her in the coming 

year. 

Now that Fall is here we 

look to cool days and 

holidays.  Enjoy 

Halloween and 

Thanksgiving and as 

always be safe. 

Mike Lynch 

and learning about our 

present pets that so enrich 

our lives.  Each week in 

our chats we hear some 

happy stories about what 

a pet has done, a new pet 

has been adopted etc. 

If you wish to join ALLN 

please contact Susan 

Lynch susan@alln.org or 

you can process your 

membership online by 

clicking The Join Our 

Network button on the 

homepage. 

Each membership 

includes 1 free picture for 

the Family Album.  Each 

additional picture is $1. 

                                

MEMBERSHIP DUES: 

ALLN is sensitive to the 

current economic climate 

we have all experienced.  

We have reduced our 

membership dues from 

$20 to $10 per year.  We 

have been thankful for the 

people who have donated 

to ALLN and through our 

relationships with Amazon 

and GoodShop.com that 

have allowed us to do this 

To current members we 

are sending out renewal 

notices now with the new 

dues and from now on will 

be due by Oct. 1
st
. 
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In the course of talking 

with people about their 

pets we often hear of 

interesting stories of how 

they came to share their 

home and heart.  For us it 

has usually been our 

intent to add to our “fur 

family”.  One time it was 

different…we went to a 

local AKC Dog Show and I 

went to get us a couple of 

hotdogs and sodas.  After 

being gone for a long time 

“How Did You Meet Your Pet” 

 

my husband came in 

search of me.  He found 

me near the refreshment 

stand holding an adorable 

Sheltie puppy.  Well we 

came home with her and 

named her “Amberleigh”.  

And we never did get our 

hotdogs!  She was a joy 

for the short 5 ½ years we 

had here in our life.  She 

also led me to pet loss 

support and I do this in 

honor of her memory.   

  ALLN wishes to thank 

the people who sent in 

their stories and pictures 

to share with us.  We are 

blessed to have so many 

friends of ALLN and 

appreciate the support 

they give to us and to 

others.   

Susan Lynch is a co-founder of ALLN 

and shares her home in Easton, MD 

with her husband, Mike and 2 

Shelties, Hannah and Shadow 

 

 

I met our cat at the Bidawee in Wantagh.  She was 4 mos.old and so adorable 

with her long hair.  I didn't want to lose her so we adopted her on July 14th, 

2007.  She is named after an American Indian called Blessed Kateri (Lilly of 

the Mohawks), who is honored on July l4th.  We brought our cat home that 

day. 
  

 We picked Milo  from a picture on pet rescue and sent in our application. They  

called us immediately and a couple days later we went up to Pleasantville to 

get him. We live on Long Island. Milo  was a 4 month old golden retriever 

mix.  It was love at first sight.  He is very loving and lovable and makes a 

great addition to our family....Gail Block 

 

I met Brylee in April 2008. It was my "job" to go pick out our new puppy.  

We had just lost our beloved black lab Boni of 13 years and our family was 

devastated.  When I arrived at the breeder there was a group of 6 or 7 black 

pups all running around. I couldn't imagine how I would decide.  I just sat 

down and started picking up the pups.  Well...the breeder said after a few 

times, ñDo you realize that you keep picking up the same one?ò I knew right 

then that she was the one.  I guess we picked each other.  We named our new 

love Brylee.  It means Angel sent by God.  I knew she was my angel sent by 

my Bonié..Mary Anne 

  

Mary Anne 

 

I had picked my girl out from a litter of Beagles...I had been talking to the 

Breeder on the phone for about 3 weeks, and made the trip to St Cloud.  There 

was one female and one male left.  I wanted the female so bad...cuz I had 2 

perfect names picked out.  The minute I grabbed her from her pen...she put her 

front paws on my neck, and then peed all over my chest!  At this point, I knew 

she was the one!!!  I signed the AKC papers, wrote the check, and off we 

went.  On the way home, which was in Eau Claire WI at the time...I kept 

watching her sleep...so cute, and so peaceful So, my decision was made.  

Mabel (Mothers Always Bare Extra Love)...  Today, she is 7 and is still my 

girl...and always will be!é.Adam Krook 
 

ALLN & Facebook 
     Follow ALLN now on 
Facebook!  Become a 
Fan and send us your 
pictures and stories 
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When my second rescued Black Lab died in November 2004, very 

unexpectedly, I was heartbroken and not going to get another dog. But 

my ex-wife and good friend told me about a Lab at the humane 

society, so I went to meet him. We didn't hit it off at all, but that 

brought the "itch" back. So I completed an online application with a 

local rescue group (with whom I now work), and they had a Black 

Lab puppy--just two years old--they thought I would love. Well this 

came to my house. And who couldn't fall in love with him. I adopted 

him three weeks later. Fortunately we only had to go through about 

six months of puppyhood (couple of hats, a shoe, one auto seatbelt 

and a lot of digging), and from then on he was just wonderful.  

Today, he looks like this: 

  

 

      

I met Mo Christmas morning of 1992.  Her name was Muneca (Spanish word 

for doll) but we shortened it to Mo. It was love at first sight. We did not know 

she was pregnant and on Jan 30, 1993 she blessed me with 3 boy puppies. I 

kept the runt of the litter, Bojangles. My best friend and niece took the other 

two.  Mo and Bojangles were with me through my son having cancer, my 

divorce, and loss of a job. They kept me going and were my best friends.  Mo 

and I lost Bojangles in July of 2002 and it has been like a piece of us is 

missing.  Mo turned 18 on March 2nd, she is blind and has a heart murmur.  I 

know her days are limited but I will be there for her as she was for me.  She 

is truly my Christmas angel and it is still love at first sight every time I look at 

heré.Arlene Dobbs 

 
 

George  
Today, he looks like this:éFred 

Wessels 

How I Met Charis and Named Her 
On one stormy day in June 1996, a couple of kids brought a stray dog to me. They 

said, "Our mom doesn't let her in the house. Can you keep her?" Looking at this 

precious white Poodle shaking with fear and soaked to the skin by the rain, I took her 

in. As soon as the girl handed the dog to me, she dropped asleep in my arms. Next 

several months, I searched her owner using every means I knew, but without avail. 

So, on the Thanksgiving Day, I officially pronounced her as my baby and named her 

"Charis," meaning "thanksgiving" or "grace" in GreekéSnow Hirose 

 

 

How I Met Marco and Named Him 
On July 28, 2008 (5th anniversary of Lily), Charis and I went to see a litter of 

Bichon puppies. I picked up the smallest and held in my arms with Charis. The 

puppy went asleep on Charisô back. Then, I put them on the ground, Charis began 

kissing him joyously wagging her tail, and the pup showing his belly flipping his 

paws in the air with joy. That was the end of the story. He came to our home that 

day. I knew he would grow up to be Charis' knight, so I named him Marco Angelo, 
meaning a "guardian angel" in ItalianéSnow Hirose 

.  
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Essie lives in Prole, Iowa, a small 
town close to the capitol city Des 
Moines, which she has resided in 
most of her life.   She worked 
part-time from the age of 14 yrs. 
old for the family business, Phil 
Patterson Corporation, a customs 
brokerage firm.  When she turned 
21, she was legally old enough to 
ÔÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÓ ÂÒÏËÅÒȭÓ 
license.   For the next 16 years she 
continued to work as a customs 
broker until she decided it was 
time for a change.    
     Always wanting to work with 
animals, be around animals, and 
ÍÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÐÁÒÅ ÃÁÓÈ ȣÓÈÅ 
decided to start pet-sitting.   She 
loved being with the animals and 
bonded immediately with all of 
them, considering each and every 

special one to be a part of her 
extended family! 
     Six years of pet-sitting can 
wear on a person.  It is hard 
work and a lot of running 

Meet Essie Arthur…..New ALLN Board Member 

 

  

around.   The bonds built are 
irreplaceable and worth every 
bit of it.  Then after the death 
of her Sheltie, Scooter, she had 
to almost immediately leave for 
an over-night pet-sit job for 
three German Shepherds 
lasting almost 3 weeks.   It was 
shortly thereafter, she decided 
to take a break from pet-sitting. 
     !ÆÔÅÒ 3ÃÏÏÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȟ %ÓÓÉÅ 
changed and grew on many 
levels.  She also realized her 
niche is talking about pet loss 
where most people are very 
uncomfortable talking about 
death.   She decided to focus on 
building a website dedicated to 
her Scooter,  devoting to giving 
ÐÅÔ Ï×ÎÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÎÅÓÔÙȟ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÉÔÙȟ 
compassion, and  just a fellow 
ÐÅÔ ÌÏÖÅÒȭÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
different feelings and emotions 
one goes through after such a 
devastating loss.    
     3ÉÎÃÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ !Î !ÎÇÅÌȭÓ 
3ÉÎÃÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ !Î !ÎÇÅÌȭÓ 
$ÅÓÔÉÎÙȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ 
ago, she is now working full 
time on her pet memorial 
website.     She has also been a 
member of the Circle of 
Support at  
Petseverlasting.com, which is a 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ȰÅÁÒÔÈ 
ÁÎÇÅÌÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕȟ ÉÎ 

the event you just need 
someone to talk to or just 
someone to reach out and 
ÓÁÙ Ȱ×Å ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ×Å 
ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎȱȢ 
     To know Essie, is to know 
she loves all animals and 
defends the protection of 
all!  She recently turned 
vegan two years ago and 
adamantly encourages the 
Golden Rule to all, especially 
herself on a daily basis.    
     She has been together 
with her better half, Jack,  
for 18 years, and they live 
with their family of 3 cats:  
Boog Boog, Cujo, & Princess 
Angel  and their 2 dogs:  
Rosco Baby & Rosie Girl 

 
 
 
  

I met the floppy eared love of my life in a rural shelter in Wakulla County 

Florida.  She was the shy one in a litter of active pups dropped off at the shelter.  

All the other pups ran over and played with one another and me, but the Savannah 

stayed in the back of the kennel, apparently scared.  I had to earn her trust, and she 

grew into the most loyal (yet still independent!) companion imaginable.  She saw 

me from my college days, through a year long trip to the Bahamas, marrying my 

college sweetheart, and finally meeting my son before passing on..... she saw it 

allé.Mark Hipps  
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 Charis 
11/24/1996 (adopted) ~ 8/11/2009  

  
Charis, you truly and completely won over my love and respect.  

You truly are special to me.  
You endowed me with love, and I with you.  

The privilege of your presence made me a better person.  
An angel like you deserves to be in Heaven, your real Home, where there is 

no more pain or sorrow. That is where you belong. 
 I miss you so. My heart aches for not being able to kiss your forehead.  

But I feel you, your happiness.  
9ÏÕÒ ȰCharis-nessȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȢ 

"ÒÅÁÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÅÎÔÌÅ ȰCharis-nessȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ air, Marco and I will go on and 
live well so that you, too, will be happy for us. 

  
- Snow, and her baby brother Marco  

Memorial for Charis 

 

 

 
All of us at ALLN will miss 
Charis.  She was a unique dog 
that inspired us all.  Even when 
she went blind she adapted to 
her disability.  The Rainbow 
Bridge is now a happier place 
with your presence 

!,,.ȭs Memorial  

Omar  
Onyx  

Pudgie  
Rebel  

Salty Dog  
Skippy  

Teddie  
 

Bunny  
Charis  

Fred  
Ghizzifur  

Harley  
Honey  

Moonstone  
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living 
creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the 
air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis 
to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you 
to bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it 
to live according to your plan. May we always praise 
you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, 
Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.  
--Franciscan prayer  

Sadness flowers to  the next renewing joy, may you be blessed with loving memories 

of your departed pet.  

 

http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Pets/Multifaith-Prayers-For-Animals.aspx
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/francis/blessing.asp
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1. No tricks, no treats: That bowlful 

of candy is for trick -or - treaters , not 

for Scruffy and Fluffy.  

¶ Chocolate in all forms ð

especially dark or baking 

chocolate ðcan be very 

dangerous for dogs and 

cats. Symptoms of 

significant chocolate 

ingestion may include 

vomiting, diarrhea, 

hyperactivity, increased 

thirst, urination and hea rt 

rate ðand even seizures.  

¶ Candies containing the 

artificial sweetener xylitol 

can be poisonous to dogs. 

Even small amounts of 

xylitol sweetener can 

cause a sudden drop in 

blood sugar, which leads 

to depression, lack of 

coordination and 

seizures.  

¶ Ingesting tin foil and 

cellophane candy 

wrappers can pose a 

choking hazard or cause 

intestinal blockage.  

2. Popular Halloween plants such as 

pumpkins and decorative corn are 

consi dered to be relatively nontoxic, 

yet they can produce 

gastrointestinal upset should pets 

ingest them. Intestinal blockage 

could even occur if large pieces are 

swallowed.  

3. Keep wires and cords from 

electric lights and other decorations 

out of reach of you r pets. If chewed, 

your pet could experience damage 

to his mouth from shards of glass or 

plastic, or receive a possibly life -

threatening electrical shock.  

4. A carved pumpkin certainly is 

festive, but do exercise extreme 

caution if you choose to add a 

cand le. Pets can easily knock a lit 

pumpkin over and cause a fire. 

Curious kittens especially run the 

risk of getting burned or singed by 

candle flames.  

5. Dress -up can be a big mess -up 

for some pets. Please don't put your 

dog or cat in a costume UNLESS you 

kn ow he or she loves it (yup, a few 

pets are real hams!). For pets who 

prefer their ñbirthday suits,ò 

however, wearing a costume can 

cause undue stress.  

6. If you do dress up your pet, make 

sure the costume isn't annoying or 

unsafe. It should not constrict t he 

animal's movement or hearing, or 

impede his ability to breathe, bark 

or meow. Also try on costumes  

before the big night. If your pet 

seems distressed, allergic or shows 

abnormal behavior, consider letting 

him go au naturel or donning a 

festive bandana.  

7. Take a closer look at your petôs 

costume and make sure it does not 

have small, dangling or easily 

chewed -off pieces that he could 

choke on. Also, ill - fitting outfits can 

get twisted on external objects or 

your pet, leading to injury.  

8. All but the mo st social dogs and 

cats should be kept in a separate 

room away from the front door 

during peak trick -or - treat visiting 

hours. Too many strangers can be 

scary and stressful for pets.  

9. When opening the door for trick -

or - treaters, take care that your cat 

or  dog doesn't dart outside.  

10. IDs, please! Always make sure 

your dog or cat has proper 

identification. If for any reason your 

pet escapes and become lost, a 

collar and tags and/or a microchip 

can increase the chances that he or 

she will be returned to yo u 

 

 
 
 

Friends of ALLN can shop from their home and donate money to ALLN at the 
same time.  With the holidays coming up you can shop many of your favorite stores 
by logging onto GoodShop.com,  type The Animal Love & Loss Network as the 
charity and then go to your favorite store.  ALLN earns a % from your sale and it’s 
no additional cost to you. ALLN has earned over $250 this yr alone by people 
shopping this way…Also go through the Amazon link on www.alln.org and your 
purchases again will earn $$ for ALLN. 
  Shop at An Angel’s Destiny www.anangelsdestiny,com and ALLN paid members 
receive a discount of 15% from their purchase.  (You must be a member to receive 
this discount) 

Deals for ALLN Members and Friends  

  

 

 

 

Halloween Pet Tips 

http://www.alln.org/
http://www.anangelsdestiny,com/
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The Animal Love and Loss Network (ALLN) pictures a future society and 
world in which bereaved caregivers of animal companions are respected and 
taken seriously for the special relationships they have lost. We look forward 
to, and will work collaboratively towards, the ending of unnecessary suffering 
of animals and the humans who care for them.     
 

About Our Organization… 

The Animal Love & Loss 
Network 

7204 Bob’s Way 
Easton, MD 21601 

 
PHONE: 

(410) 820-9575 
 
   E-MAIL: 
infor@alln.org 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.alln.org 

The Animal Love & 
Loss Network 

7204 Bob’s Way 
Easton, MD 21601 

 

 

President-Mike Lynch 
V P-Peter Christman      
Sec/Treasurer-Sue Lynch 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Medea Berkman 
Essie Arthur 

 

 

Calendar & Dates: 
9/28/09-Yom Kippur 
OCTOBER 
ADOPT A SHELTER DOG MONTH 
9/27-10/3/09-Naional Dog Week 
10/16/09-National Feral Cat Day 
10/31/09-Halloween 
NOVEMBER 
ADOPT A SENIOR PET MONTH 
11/1/09-Daylight Savings time ends 
11/11/09-Veterans Day 
11/26/09-Thanksgiving 
DECEMBER 
12/12/09-Hanukkah 
12/25/09Christmas 
12/26/09-Kwanza Begins 
   Boxing Day 

 


