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Lawn & Garden Hazards 

A quick stroll down the 

lawn and garden section of 

your local nursery presents 

a world of beautiful 

flowers and greenery to 

enhance your outdoor 

world. But it can also 

reveal many potential pet 

hazards. If you are a pet 

owner, you must use 

caution in storing these 

products. Limiting your 

pet's access to them can 

help ensure both a 

beautiful lawn and healthy 

pets. 

Insecticides. These are 

used to reduce the number 

of annoying and damaging 

insects. Some can be 

highly toxic to pets. 

  Herbicides. These are 

used to reduce weed 
growth. Generally, most 

are only significantly toxic 

if ingested from the bag. 

After application to the 

lawn, the toxicity level is 

reduced. 

Fertilizers. These help 

make lush dense lawns. 

They are primarily toxic if 

large amounts are 

ingested. Once the lawn or 

garden is fertilized, 

toxicity levels are quite 

low. 
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     Many may be 

wondering “What 

happened to ALLN’s 

Newsletter, ALLN Tails”.  

Well 2009 has been a 

difficult year for some in 

our ALLN family.  My 

Father In Law and an avid 

ALLN supporter, Clayton 

Katski passed away in 

March.  My wife, Susan, 

and one of the founders of 

ALLN has been working 

through her grief and 

sadness.  Then on May 

May 4
th
 our cat, Tiny 

passed to the Rainbow 

Bridge at 19 years of age.  

Message from President 

 

ALLN Members 

 We often hear from our 

friends and members how 

much ALLN has helped 

them in their time of 

sorrow, they came to 

ALLN looking for support 

and more importantly for 

someone to listen to them. 

ALLN is a special place 

and thanks to the 

generous support of our 

members and donors we 

can continue to offer our 

chatrooms and our new 

discussion board forums.  

We hope you will consider 

joining our great 

organization so we can 

continue our “work”.  

So please forgive us for 

not publishing ALLN Tails 

before now. 

     This issue we feature 

an article from Wayne’s 

Blog about Lord Erskine, a 

pioneer in stopping animal 

cruelty.   

     Enjoy the pictures from 

ALLN’s Annual Dinner in 

NYC.   

    Once again we are 

reminding our readers that  

cocoa mulch is harmful to 

animals?  ALLN is 

sending out this reminder 

to all to not put down this 

type of mulch in their 

gardens.  Cocoa Mulch is 

toxic and many animals 

that have ingested do not 

survive.  It is important we 

research the ingredients 

we use around our house 

and yards so they are safe 

for humans and animals 

alike. 

    The ALLN family 

wishes you and yours a 

happy and safe 4th of 

July.   

  Sincerely. 

      Mike Lynch 

We also are special 

because we enjoy hearing 

and learning about our 

present pets that so enrich 

our lives.  Each week in 

our chats we hear some 

happy stories about what 

a pet has done, a new pet 

has been adopted etc. 

If you wish to join ALLN 

please contact Susan 

Lynch susan@alln.org or 

you can process your 

membership online by 

clicking on The Join Our 

Network button on the 

homepage. 

 

 

ALLN TAILS 

 

ALLN thanks their new 
and renewing members 
for their support! 
Noreen Norrone-NY 
Medea Berkman-NY 
Michael Lynch-MD 
Arlene Dobbs-NY 
Essie Arthur-IA 
Alicia Epstein-NY 
Snow Hirose-IN 
Pamela Spears-MD 
 

mailto:susan@alln.org
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© Sir Joshua Reynolds/John Jones 

Lord Thomas Erskine 

(1750-1823). 

May 13, 2009 

Before His Time: Lord Erskine in 1809 

On Friday of this week, we’ll mark the 200th anniversary of Lord Thomas 

Erskine’s speech on cruelty to animals in the House of Lords in the United 

Kingdom. Although his specific goal failed—to pass an “Act to Prevent 

Malicious and Wanton Cruelty to Animals”—you can draw a straight line from 

his speech to the passage of the first nationwide anti-cruelty law in the U.K. 

more than a decade later. It is a stirring piece of rhetoric, and a remarkable 

speechmaking artifact. I’m delighted to say that it’s available online, and to be 

able to share a new profile of Erskine on The HSUS website. 

For me, it’s simply extraordinary to contemplate the lines of reasoning Erskine 

advanced, both for his prescience, and also because I know all too well how this 

debate is still not settled, though the weight of popular opinion has moved 

decidedly in favor of these principles in all industrialized western nations. Our 

political opponents quarrel with the application of anti-cruelty principles, but 

typically not with the basic tenets of the value system. 

An intellectual pioneer of the animal protection movement, Erskine was trying to 

address the abuse of animals at a time in history when not a single organization 

had been formed to advocate for animals. He understood that the status of 

animals as “property” would be a significant impediment to securing legal 

protection. Nevertheless, he assured his colleagues, he thought it feasible to 

provide basic safeguards for animals without infringement upon the rights of 

property. The property right, he asserted, is limited to use, not abuse. On the 

foundation of such thinking, great progress has been made in the years since 

Erskine’s speech and there is a robust debate about whether animals should be 

treated as mere property. 

He also addressed the question of how the law might be enforced by courts and 

magistrates, “without investing them with a new and arbitrary discretion.” 

Reasoning from analogy with cases of cruelty to servants, Erskine pointed out 

that judges and juries alike had rarely had trouble distinguishing between 

appropriate treatment and abject cruelty. Any viable indictment before a 

magistrate, he predicted, “must charge the offense to be committed maliciously 

and with wanton cruelty, and the proof must correspond with the charge.” 

Erskine was greatly concerned that owners could elude responsibility for the 

cruelty by instructing hirelings to carry it out. This dilemma confounds us today 

in cases of institutional cruelty, like those involving factory farms or slaughter 

plants. Just as Erskine foresaw, the owner or manager of a facility can shift the 

blame for cruelties onto lower-level employees, as we saw with our investigation 

of the Hallmark/Westland slaughter facility in Chino, Calif. 

"WAYNEõS BLOG"  

                                         

  

 

Most of the specific 

cruelties Erskine 

mentioned are no longer 

around, but he built the 

case for his bill upon 

concepts familiar and in 

currency today: the 

responsibilities of 

human dominion, the 

demoralizing effect of 

cruelty upon the 

perpetrator, and the 

offense of animal 

mistreatment on the 

larger community, and 

the strong self-interest 

of humans in 

establishing high 

standards of animal care 

and welfare. Today, two 

centuries later, it’s 

common to find 

legislators at every level 

of government speaking 

up for animals, and 

pressing the case for 

their legal protection. 

But someone had to be 

first, and it’s a blessing 

to the cause that it 

turned out to be an 

individual capable of 

delivering a speech for 

the ages. 

  

 

 

 

“An intellectual pioneer of the 

animal protection movement, 
Erskine was trying to address 
the abuse of animals at a time 
in history when not a single 
organization had been formed 
to advocate for animals.ò 

                              

 

http://hsus.typepad.com/wayne/2009/05/thomas-erskine.html
http://www.animalrightshistory.org/library/ers-lord-erskine/1809-erskine-speech.htm
http://www.hsus.org/press_and_publications/humane_bookshelf/lord_erskine_speech.html
http://hsus.typepad.com/wayne/2009/05/false-claims.html
http://www.hsus.org/about_us/awards/2008_humane_.html
http://www.hsus.org/about_us/awards/2008_humane_.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Most of the specific cruelties 

Erskine mentioned are no 

longer around, but he built the 

case for his bill upon concepts 

familiar and in currency today: 

the responsibilities of human 

dominion, the demoralizing 

effect of cruelty upon the 

perpetrator, and the offense of 

animal mistreatment on the 

larger community, and the 

strong self-interest of humans 

in establishing high standards 

of animal care and welfare. 

Today, two centuries later, it’s 

common to find legislators at 

every level of government 

speaking up for animals, and 

pressing the case for their legal 

protection. But someone had to 

be first, and it’s a blessing to 

the cause that it turned out to 

be an individual capable of 

delivering a speech for the 

ages. 

Reprinted with approval from WAYNE 

PACELLE, WAYNEôS BLOG. 
Wayne Pacelle (PUH'-cell-ee) is the 

president and chief executive officer of 

The Humane Society of the United States 

(HSUS). Pacelle took office June 1, 2004 

after serving for nearly 10 years as the 

organization's chief lobbyist and 
spokesperson.   

 

 

 The American Humane Society created Be Kind to Animals 

Week in 1915 to celebrate the unique bond between humans and 

animals and to spread kindness and compassion.  ALLN endorses 

the AMS and encourages all to BE KIND TO ANIMALS 

EACH AND EVERY DAY. 

Here are seven ways to be kind to animals: 

1. Report animal abuse. Violence against animals is 
terrible enough, but it could also be a sign that other 
violent behavior, like domestic abuse, is happening.  

2. Speak out for animals. Get active in local animal 
welfare policies and legislation. Sign up with us to 
receive timely action alerts about issues affecting 
animals. You’ll be able to make a difference for 
animals with just the click of your mouse.  

3. Kindness starts at home. Teach the people in your 
life, especially children, about the importance of 
treating animals humanely.  

4. Adopt a pet from a shelter or breed-specific rescue. 
About 8 to 12 million animals enter shelters every 
year, and more than half of these pets will have to be 
euthanized because of a lack of homes. Want a 
purebred Labrador? Check with your local shelter 
first -- they take in mutts and purebreds.  

5. Help solve the tragedy of euthanasia of adoptable 
animals by not contributing to the problem. If you 
have pets, make sure they are spayed or neutered.  

6. Make a donation to your local animal shelter. A 
donation can be your time, money or needed items 
like pet food or laundry detergent. Call them first and 
see what they need.  

7. Be a responsible pet guardian. Pets should be 
microchipped and should always wear a collar with 
an ID tag, so they can be reunited with you quickly if 
they are ever lost. And take your pet to the 
veterinarian every year for vaccinations and a health 
check. 

 
 

Continued from page 2-Before his time -  
Lord Erskine  

  

David, and his wife Cherilyn, live 

NYC and share their home with 

2Britttany Spaniels and a King 

Charles Cavalier Spaniel.   

Cherylyn  is a Certified Chaplain 

and is associated with The Ronald  

McDonald House in NYC.  David 

visits with Teigh each Tuesday 

for therapy visits.  You will often 

see him walking the Brittany's on 

the Upper East Side where they 

will instinctively practice their 

bird dog heritage by pointing at 

the famous NYC birds, 

PIGEONS!! 

 

BE KIND TO ANIMAL¬S WEEK 

 

About Our Organizationé 
The Animal Love and Loss Network (ALLN) pictures a future society 
and world in which bereaved caregivers of animal companions are 
respected and taken seriously for the special relationships they 
have lost. We look forward to, and will work collaboratively towards, 
the ending of unnecessary suffering of animals and the humans who 
care for them.     

http://www.hsus.org/about_us/awards/2008_humane_.html
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=QccVrd8TUWNgWUPzYS-LUQ..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=f-Yw41S53Zyx-raCduHcgQ..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=oWtxBT86q4T8rusp8sEDOQ..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=N0AO8H2a6I_fbP8ph8dlpg..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=OTkSycUUZb8aZLS6eGKfJg..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=tFR-juui-05dzGgS0CH6Pw..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=_w-ekbmMP3vutIPM8DXVPw..
http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=_w-ekbmMP3vutIPM8DXVPw..
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ALLN MEMORIAL 

Sadness flowers to  the next renewing joy, may you be blessed with 

loving memories of your departed pet.  

  

Candy  Cody 
Colby  Dakota 
Fudgie  Fuzzy 
Harley  Indie 
MaryAnne Nikko 
Nina  Roxy 
Oliver  Onyx 
Samba  Soma 
Tasha   Tribbles 
Tux  Venus 
Zoe 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

Gus the Goosie, 
loved by Seana  

 

Maude, loved by 

Cindy & Terry Hicks 

 

Tiny The Great, 
Loved by  Mike & 

Sue Lynch  

Q-tip.  Loved by April  

 

ñWe love our pets 

because they 

are somehow 

like ourselves, 

only with 

more innocence 

and trust..ò 

 

  

An Old Russian Prayer 
 
Anonymous 

 
Hear our prayer, Lord, for all 
animals, 
May they be well-fed and 
well-trained and happy; 
Protect them from hunger 
and fear and suffering; 
And, we pray, protect 
specially, dear Lord, 
The little cat who is the 
companion of our home, 
Keep her safe as she goes 
abroad, 
And bring her back to comfort 
us. 
 

Mitzie , loved by Barry 
Phillips  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Catching Up      

Withé.. 

 

ALLN PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS 

ñPet Loss Support 

Groups and Chatrooms 

help with the loss of a 

pet.ò 

Carmine’s Italian Restaurant in Times Square, NYC was once again the 
setting for the ALLN Annual Dinner.  We met there on Feb. 8th in the late 
afternoon.  All participants received a PawPrint bag filled with pet related 

goodies.  Mike and Susan were presented with a lovely statue of St. 
Francis of Assis.  We sampled many good dishes, shared stories and 
showed pictures of their animals.  After a relaxing afternoon we parted 

ways with “Can’t wait until next year” and love to our pets. 

 

  

 

 

 

'Paw to Heart Animal Bereavement Support 
Services:' meets the last Monday of each month 
at 8 PM at The Long Island Veterinary 
Specialists Center, in Plainview, NY. 
Additional support groups are held every first and 
third Saturday at 10am 
until Noon, at The BIDE-A-WEE Adoption 
Center, in Wantagh, NY. 
To register, or obtain further information, Call 
516-785-6416, or e-mail Medea 
at pawtoheart@usa.net 

 

 

ALLN ANNUAL DINNER ï NYC 2009  

 

  
 

Not Just A Pet: 

Pet Loss & Bereavement 
Support Services, LLC 

2110 Priest Bridge Drive, 

Suite 3 

Crofton, MD 21114 

ph: 410-487-5731 

PSpear@NotJustAPet.org 

 

mailto:pawtoheart@usa.net
mailto:PSpear@NotJustAPet.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
      ALLN Online Chat 
  Wednesday 8:30-10PM EDT 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Dog Days of Summer 

In my last blog I talked about how great 
it was to get out and take your pooch(es) 
to the local parks and beaches. This time 
I want to talk to you about when it is 
best to leave your pets at home and what 
you can do to make this a great and safe 
summer for you and your furry 
companions. 
Here are the top 5 things you 
should know:  
1) The most important item of all. Do 
not take your dog with you to run 
errands if it means th ey are going 
to stay in the car.  They are safer, and 
better off, at home while you run 
around. If you have a dog that is anxious 
about you leaving, work on crate 
training. Dogs left in cars can suffer 
brain damage, and even death, within a 
very short period of time. Dogs have a 
normal body temperature of around 
101-102 degrees. They can only 
withstand heat of 107-108 degrees for a 
VERY SHORT amount of time. A car, on 
an 85 degree day, can reach that temp 
within about about 15 minutes. Watch 
out for the foll owing signs; Panting, 
Dehydration, Diarrhea, Red mouth and 
red eye membranes, rapid/irregular 
heart beat, weakness, dazed look, high 
body temp or coma. If you see any of 
these, in any animal that is in a car, get 
medical care right away. If you see a dog 
locked in a car with the windows up, 
notify someone right away or try to find 
the owner. You could save a life. If you 
are interested in learning more, check 
out this great site. It has great info and 
tools to help you. 
 
2) Make sure you keep your dog 
hydrated. When you go for a jog, swim 
or just a long walk, make sure you bring 
water for you and your dog. There are a 
ton of great travel bowls. The one I use 
is made from a fabric material and folds  
down to the size of a CD. I just unfold it 
and fill it and we are good to go. This is 
very important as dogs do not sweat like 
humans. They only sweat from their 
footpads and nose. They lose water by 
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panting rather than sweating. 
Keep an eye on their activity 
level and how heavy your dog 
is panting. Also, look for signs 
of the above mentioned 
heatstroke. 
 
3) Don't overexercise. I know 
that is not going to be a 
problem for me, but for Steve 
(who is OCD for a certain red 
ball) that is a little harder. He 
will go until he canno t 
anymore. I have to regulate 

him and make sure he 
is not overdoing it and 
getting too hot. Most 
dogs will just lay down 
when it is too hot, 
others cannot help 
themselves. It is best 
to keep in mind that if 
you are uncomfortable 
exercising in the heat, 
try  doing it in a fur 
coat. 
 
4) Speaking of fur 
coats... Be careful 
when you groom your 
dog. Some dogs have 
what is called a double 
coat and should 
NEVER be shaved. 
Steve is one of them. 
The lower coat actually 
acts as an insulator 
and helps with body 
temp. I f you are 
unsure, ask your vet. If 
you do have a dog that 
can be shaved, try to 
keep the fur to no less 
than one inch. Dogs 
can get sunburned just 
like humans, so keep 
an eye out for that. 
 
5)Festivals, parks and 
events. Not all places 
are dog friendly. Sandy 
Point is a great 
example. You can 
bring your dog in if 
you are going out on a 
boat, but not if you are 
visiting the park for 
any other purpose. 
Most state parks have 
the same rules. 
Festivals may seem 
like a great place to 
hang with your furry 
one, but be careful as 
hot asphalt can burn 
pads, leashes can get 
tangled with people 
and your dog may get 

The Animal Love & Loss 
Network 

panting rather than sweating. Keep an eye on 
their activity level and how heavy your dog is 
panting. Also, look for signs of the above 
mentioned heatstroke. 
 
3) Don't overexercise. I know that is not 
going to be a problem for me, but for Steve 
(who is OCD for a certain red ball) that is a 
little harder. He will go until he cannot 
anymore. I have to regulate him and make 
sure he is not overdoing it and getting too 
hot. Most dogs will just lay down when it is 
too hot, others cannot help themselves. It is 
best to keep in mind that if you are 
uncomfortable exercising in the heat, try 
doing it in a fur coat.  
 
4) Speaking of fur coats... Be careful when 
you groom your dog. Some dogs have what is 
called a double coat and should NEVER be 
shaved. Steve is one of them. The lower coat 
actually acts as an insulator and helps with 
body temp. If you are unsure, ask your vet. If 
you do have a dog that can be shaved, try to 
keep the fur to no less than one inch. Dogs 
can get sunburned just like humans, so keep 
an eye out for that. 
 
5)Festivals, parks and events. Not all places 
are dog friendly. Festivals may seem like a 
great place to hang with your furry one, but 
be careful as hot asphalt can burn pads, 
leashes can get tangled with people and your 
dog may get into something that could make 

it very sick. As far as events go, there are 
many great dog friendly events that you 
and your dog can enjoy. Just make sure 
your dog is ready for the crowds and 
energy. 
 
If you follow common sense with your 
companion(s) and make sure that they are 
safe, hydrated, kept cool and in your control 
you both will have a great summer of great 
memories. I will leave you with a very cool 
link ... Interesting!  

WAYNE TOLSON'S A MOMENTS 
PAWS BLOG  

Wayne Tolson (with the help of his dog) 

offers reflections on living with our four-

legged friends. E-mail Wayne. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.mydogiscool.com/
http://www.mydogiscool.com/
mailto:info@alln.org
mailto:allnpetloss@yahoo.com
http://www.nsalamerica.org/kids/cool_pet_facts.html
http://www.nsalamerica.org/kids/cool_pet_facts.html
mailto:wtolson.htablog@gmail.com

